Nattarufreedingurinn

20. mynd. Innvidir eru fair & halendinu og ferdir par sem allt er borid & bakinu hafa pvi
I6ngum verid einkenni sveedisins. Myndin er tekin i austurhli§ fjallsins Skalla i Frilandi
ad Fjallabaki og sést nidur i Jokulgil. - There is not much infrastructure in the Central
Highlands and therefore backpacking trips through the area are highly common. The
photo is taken on slope of the eastern side of the mountain Skalli in the Nature reserve
Fridland ad Fjallabaki with a view down to the canyon J&kulgil.
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med bvi ad vera mikilveegur hluti af
imynd Islands. Eftir efnahagshrunid
2008 var ferdapjonustan su atvinnu-
grein sem kom islensku efnahagslifi
aftur i gang og nuna eru miklar vonir
bundnar vid pad ad ferdapjonustan geti
einnig ordid bjargveettur efnahagslifs-
ins eftir Covid-19-faraldurinn. Nattara
Islands verdur afram adaladdrattarafl
landsins og pvi er ljést a0 standa parf
vord um halendid til pess ad vernda
natturu pess og studla um leid ad vel-
gengni ferdapjonustunnar.

Mikilveegt er ad stjornendur pjoo-
garda hafi sjalfbeera préun ad leidarljosi
pegar kemur ad métun stefnu um land-
nytingu og uppbyggingu atvinnustarf-
semi innan peirra. Grundvallaratrioi
sjalfbeerrar prounar er a0 allir hagadilar
taki patt i motun slikrar stefnu fra upp-
hafi og hafi r6dd i allri dkvardanatoku.”
Pannig skapast gagnkvemt traust 4 milli
peirra sem starfa ad natturuvernd og
ferdapjonustu, og par med gagnkvemur
avinningur.

Buast ma vid ad malefni pjodgards
4 midhalendi Islands verdi aftur tekin
upp 4 Alpingi 4dur en langt um lidur.
Ef nidurstadan verdur su ad stofna
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beri Halendispjodgard er mikilveegt ad
missa ekki sjonar 4 pvi ad natturuvernd
er grunnstod i hinu tvipeetta hlutverki
pjodgarda. Pad kemur o6llum til goda
pegar til lengri tima er 1itio.

ABSTRACT

The attitudes of the tourism

industry towards a Central
Highlands’ National Park

The Icelandic Central Highlands are
unique, with extremely vulnerable
nature. In the past decades, the High-
lands have become an important tour-
ist destination, both for international
as well as domestic travellers, and
there are concerns that certain areas
are under too much pressure from
high visitation. In late 2020, the Min-
ister for the Environment and Natural
Resources proposed a bill to establish a
Central Highlands’ National Park, with
the aim to protect the Highlands’ nature
while allowing people to enjoy the area.
Since the tourism industry is an impor-
tant stakeholder in the Highlands, it is
important to know and understand its
attitude towards the area’s utilization,
including its attitude towards estab-

lishing a national park. This study pre-
sents the findings from an online survey
among tourism operators. The findings
stress that the Highlands’ attraction is
mainly its diverse nature, wilderness as
well as the chance to experience peace
and solitude, and they confirm that
the area is of high importance for the
industry. The opinions on how to best
maintain the natural qualities of the
Highlands are divergent and the partic-
ipants do not agree on whether to estab-
lish a national park or not. Supporters
of the national park believe that it will
increase the attraction of the High-
lands and that enhanced nature pro-
tection will thus be beneficial. Those
who oppose the national park fear that
the tourism industry would face more
rules and regulations and that access to
the Highlands would be limited, which
would constrain the industry’s activ-
ities. The majority of respondents is
of the opinion that stakeholder repre-
sentatives should manage the national
park and that it is important to ensure
mutual communication and benefits for
different stakeholders.



